Absorption
t r a c t
Previous research has shown that people reporting contact with aliens, known as ''experiencers'', appear to have a different psychological profile compared to control participants.
They show higher levels of dissociativity, absorption, paranormal belief and experience, and possibly fantasy proneness. They also appear to show greater susceptibility to false memories as assessed using the Deese/Roediger-McDermott technique. The present study reports an attempt to replicate these previous findings as well as assessing tendency to hallucinate and self-reported incidence of sleep paralysis in a sample of 19 UK-based experiencers and a control sample matched on age and gender. Experiencers were found to show higher levels of dissociativity, absorption, paranormal belief, paranormal experience, selfreported psychic ability, fantasy proneness, tendency to hallucinate, and self-reported incidence of sleep paralysis. No significant differences were found between the groups in terms of susceptibility to false memories. Implications of the results are discussed and suggestions are made for future avenues of research. ª 2008 Elsevier Srl. All rights reserved.
Introduction
Although it is hard to estimate just how many people have conscious memories of apparently being abducted by aliens (French, 2001) , it is likely that the figure runs into at least several thousand worldwide. These memories often involve such elements as being taken on board spaceships and being subjected to medical examination. Several commentators have considered the psychological factors that may be relevant to understanding this phenomenon (e.g., Appelle et al., 2000; Baker, 1992; Clancy, 2005; French, 2001; Holden and French, 2002; Newman and Baumeister, 1996; Spanos, 1996) . Clancy et al. (2002) used a variant of the Deese/RoedigerMcDermott (DRM) paradigm (Deese, 1959; Roediger and McDermott, 1995) to investigate this possibility. The paradigm involves the presentation of word lists to participants. Within each list, all of the words presented are associated with a single theme word, often referred to as the critical lure, that is itself not presented. For example, the list might include the words sour, candy, bitter, and sugar, all of which are strongly associated with the word sweet, although the word sweet would not itself be presented. On subsequent recall and recognition tests, a substantial proportion of the participants are likely to report that the word sweet was in fact presented. Using this technique, Clancy et al. compared three groups. The first group consisted of people with conscious (allegedly ''recovered'') memories of having been abducted by aliens, the second consisted of people who believed they had been 
